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Shan State Alliances Pledge End to Drug Trafficking 


90WDO0148Z Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 
15-21 Jan 90 pp 28, 29 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] The five key figures in the 
Shan State Progressive Party (SSPP) under the leader- 
ship of Jai Lek made a secret trip to attend a meeting of 
the Tai Revolutionary Council (TRC). The items on the 
agenda were debated heatedly. One of the main issues 
was the issue of forming a political, economic, and 
military alliance among the three Tai groups that split 
apart years ago. 


Actually, 3 years ago, the Shan United Revolutionary 
Army (SURA) led by Moh Heng and the Shan State 
Army (SSA) of Khun Sa formed a political and military 
alliance under the TRC. But both sides realized that 
there would not be real unity until the Shan State 
Progressive Party joined the alliance. That is why this 
meeting was held. 


Two of the five representatives from the SSPP were Prince 
No Mong and Khun Jai. Besides Khun Sa and other 
leading figures in the TRC, the TRC representatives to the 
meeting also included Khun Saeng, the president of the 
TRC, and Chang Chu Chien, or Fa Lan, the army chief of 
staff -tationed at the Doi Lang Camp. This was revealed by 
a news source close to the Shan State leaders in an 
interview with KH’ ) PHISET last week. 


Chang Chu Chien is a KMT Chinese who split away 
from Lao Li to join Khun Sa’s group. He is the person 
who formulated the plan to kidnap the two Russian 
doctors, who had been sent to work in Burma, in order to 
exchange them for Khun Sa, who had been arrested by 
the Rangoon government and who had been in jail in 
Mandalay for 5 years. He is still a trusted lieutenant of 
Khun Sa, who has made him chief of staff. 


The news source said that after negotiating for several 
hours, the TRC and SSPP representatives reached an 
agreement in principle on several issues. They agreed to 
work together militarily, politically, and economically. 
Specifically: 


The two sides will unite to form a single Shan state. The 
SSPP forces under the command of Jai Lek must dis- 
band and be integrated into the Muang Tai Army 
(MTA), the army of the TRC. 


Economically, the policy of obtaining revenues from 
taxes must be adhered to. Also, the groups must rely on 
themselves but must not try to earn revenues from 
trafficking in opium or heroin. 


Politically, the SSPP must send representatives to join 
the TRC’s executive committee, which is the highest 
state organization. 


The SSPP must withdraw from the National Democratic 
Front (NDF), a minority group organization that 
opposes the military administration in Rangoon. 
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However, there have also been reports that the two sides 
have not yet reached a final agreement. A news source who 
attended the meeting as an observer said that even though 
the iwo sides have reached an agreement in principle on 
several issues, there are still some important issues left, 
such as the withdrawal of the SSPP from the NDF. The 
TRC feels that in the future, one of the objectives of the 
Shan State is to secede trom the Union of Burma. 
Belonging to that union goes against the principles of the 
Shan State. The TRC will not agree to that. 


Besides this, the two sides also discussed the future, such 
as what form of government the Shan State should have 
in view of the present situation within the territories of 
these minority groups. The SSPP representatives 
expressed the fear that they might lose power in their 
group if they join the TRC. But Khun Sa assured them 
that the TRC will not touch their positions. 


“After 30 years of revolution, this conference enabled us 
to approach our goal, which is to unite all Shans,” said 
the news source in referring to a statement made by No 
Mong, the leader of the SSPP delegation, toward the end 
of the meeting. [passage omitted] 


Because the minority groups have been isolated, they 
have no other choice but to support themselves by 
producing narcotics such as heroin in order to earn 
money to support their people and armed forces. This 
has created many problems. Khun Sa has been an 
international “heroin kingpin.’ Today, he is still a 
“criminal” wanted by the U.S. government 


Anti-Government Student Group Profiled, Thai 
Comments 

90OG010S Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 

8-14 Jan 90 pp 30-32 


[Text] Amidst the stratagems being used to eliminate the 
political enemies of the Rangoon military government 
prior to the May election, in another part of the country in 
the Mon region, which 1s situated along the Thai border 
and which is out of reach of Burmese state power, an 
important political meeting was held here around the 
middle of December. This meeting was attended by groups 
that oppose the Burmese government, including politi- 
cians, students, and representatives of minority groups. 


The purpose of this secret meeting was to formulate a 
plan to overthrow the dictator. A news source who 1s 
close to the Burmese student movement, which is known 
as the ABSDF (All-Burma Students Democratic Front), 
informed KHAO PHISET that on 16-18 December, a 
secret meeting was held by student representatives and 
Burmese politicians under the leadership of U Aung Nu. 
The purpose of the meeting was to form a Joint Coordi- 
nating Organization. Sinc: then, there have been reports 
that the “Democratic Allies of Burma” (DAB), which ts 
the largest anti-government front organization, held a 
meeting in the Mon region, too. 
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A report on the meeting of the first group stated that this 
coordinating organization is composed of two main 
groups: The first is a policy-level organization called the 
“Democratic Action Committee (DAC), which is com- 
posed of people from the DAS or Democratic and 
Unified Allies Group, which is composed of politicians 
such as U Aung Nu (the son of U Nu, the former prime 
minister of Burma), U Sa Le-Mo, Ke Mong, and Boke 
Mong. The second group is an action-level organization 
called the Democratic Youth Front (DYF), which 1s 
composed of student volunteers from different regions of 
the Union of Burma and from the ABSDF. 


These students are sent to carry on secret activities to 
establish organizations and incite anti-government 
uprisings throughout the country. The DYF has five 
tasks: 


1. To provide students with short-term training so that 
they can solve the problems that they are likely to 
encounter when carrying On activities in urban and rural 
areas. 


2. To form student groups both in Rangoon and along 
the Thai border and send them to specified areas to carry 
On organizational or military activities. 


3. To use guerrilla tactics to attack government forces in 
order to force the dictatorial government to hold real 
elections. 


4. To incite the people against the government in order 
to force it to turn over administrative power to a 
provisional government and to strengthen people’s 
groups in various parts of the country. 


5. To unite the people and coordinate things closely with 
members [of groups] formed during the period May- 
September !ast year. 


The main task of the DAC is to formulate policies, which 
form the basis for the activities of the DYF. It must also 
provide materials and ideas to support those operating in 
various areas, protect the network of the underground 
movement in the country, carry on propaganda activities 
among front organizations abroad, and look for sources 
of weapons support abroad. 


By joining forces like this, the politicians and students 
hope to force the Saw Mong government to give in two 
their two demands: to hold a fair election and to form a 
provisional government, with the military government 
turning over power to the new government. In reality, 
this dream is still very far from coming true 


However, as for applying military pressure, those who 
attended the DAB meeting that concluded on 22 
December stated that their group, which is composed of 
24 different anti-government organizations, will step up 
its military activities against the Rangoon government. 
The group has also designated areas of military respon- 
sibility based on the areas of the minority groups, who 
are members of the DAB. For example, the Kachin, 
Pa-long, Shan, and Wa will be responsible for the 
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northern region. The Kayan, Pa-O, Lahu, and Wa will 
responsible for the central region. The Arakan, Karen. 
Mon, and Muslims will be responsible for the southern 
region. The eastern region will be monitored by the 
Arakan, Chin, and Kachin. 


Besides this, at a meeting of the minority groups that are 
members of the DAB, it was agreed that weapons wou'd 
be given to Burmese students. The Karen National 
Union turned over 300 rifles. The New Mon Party and 
the Free Kachin each gave the ABSDF 150 rifles. 


Concerning financial and weapons support, Maj Gen 
Sutsai Hatsadin, a well-informed person, told KHAO 
PHISET that the ADS and the Burmese students still 
face serious shortages. About 6 months ago, these stu- 
dents went to the Libyan embassy in Kuala Lumpur to 
ask for support. A news source close to the ABSDF 
confirmed the statement by Maj Gen Sutsai. The news 
source added that the person who went to the Libyan 
embassy to seek support was Mong Mongcho, a former 
student leader who has now surrendered to Burmese 
authorities. Even though the government of Col al- 
Qadhdhafi did not provide the support requested, some 
student leaders have said that they plan to seek weapons 
support from other sources. The countries in which they 
are interested include North Korea, Iraq, and Iran. 


Even though he has come under great pressure from 
various forces, it seems that Gen Saw Mong, the “Iron 
man” of Burma, still plans to hold a tightly-controlled 
election. The intentions of Burma’s leader are clear from 
his efforts to eliminate opposition leaders and prevent 
them from having any chance of winning the election. 
He has, for example, prohibited U Nu, the form prime 
minister, and his supporters from running in the elec- 
tion. He has put opposition leaders such as Aung San 
Suu Kyi under house arrest and jailed Tin ©, the leader 
of the National League for Democracy. 


At the same time, the government is carrying on propa- 
ganda activities aimed at justifying its actions. It has, for 
example, lifted martial law in the Mandalay and Sakeng 
areas in an effort to win the support of the people and 
foreign governments by making them think that Burma 
is now making preparations to hold an election. 


Tin Mong Mong Thaway, a member of the executive 
committee of the ABSDF, analyzed the situation in 
Rangoon as follows: the Saw Mong government Is taking 
steps to pave the way for holding the promised election. 
But the arrest of opposition leaders shows that the 
government is doing everything it can to destroy its 
enemies and ensure that none of the more than 200 
parties wins a majority of the seats in the assembly. 
Thus, the government will be a coalition government, 
with the government party and its front parties holding a 
majority of the seats. 


The military is afraid that if the opposition wins a 
majority of the seats, the new constitution drafted by the 
assembly will support the position of the minority 
groups, which the present government calls “rebels.” 
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This is different from the civilian government during the 
time of U Aung San, which recognized the minority 
groups as elements of the Union of Burma that had the 
right to send representatives to administer the country. 
“That is an important point, and the military cannot 
allow that to happen,” said Tin Mong Mong Thaway 


However, many members oi the ABSDF. feel that by 
joining forces both here and abroad and by obtaining 
support from other countries, they can isolate the mili- 
tary dictatorship. And if they can do that, victory will not 
be far away. 
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Interview With Maj Gen Sutsai Hatsadin, a Man 
Behind the Anti-Saw Mong Movement 


Note: It is general knowledge that Maj Gen Sutsa: 
Hatsadin, the former minister attached to the Office of 
the Prime Minister during the time of the Prem admin- 
istration, 1s playing an important role in the movement 
of students and politicians who oppose the Burmese 
government, a movement that 1s being carried on along 
the border from Mae Hong Son Province south to 
Kanchanaburi Province. KHAO PHISET feels that as a 
person who has had direct experience, the views ot Maj 
Gen Sutsai are worth listening to . The following are 
excerpts of an interview with Maj Gen Sutsai. 


[KHAO PHISET] What do you think of today’s trade 
between Thailand and Burma? 


{Maj Gen sutsai] I support trade but not in its present 
form. I am opposed to allowing people to trade there in 
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an unplanned manner. There must be a national plan 
detailing how much will be invested and what the returns 
will be. Attention must be given to the long-term 
changes. We can’t focus just on individual interests 
Today, everyone wants to trade there, but it isn’t the 
nation that will benefit. Various people are trying to 
make a profit in an irresponsible manner. This could 
lead to conflicts that may be politically damaging. Thus, 
things must be carried on in a planned way. and this 
must be controlled by the state. The state 1s now allowing 
people to carry on things freely. People are free to do 
whatever they want. 


[KHAO PHISET] There are reports that a private foun- 
dation is giving much money and aid to Burmese stu- 
dents and minority groups. What are your views on this? 


{May Gen Sutsai] This must be supervised. Let me give 
you an example. You cant chase a dog into a corner 
Recently, there were reports that some Burmese students 
went and requested aid from Libya. They did that 
because we had left them no other choice.... That hap- 
pened about 6 months ago. Those students went to the 
Libyan embassy in Malaysia. Libya considered this 
matter. As you know, Libya does not have any interests 
in this region. That is, they don’t have to think about 
themselves. Thus, they are free to do whatever they 
want. But Thailand must take responsibility if anything 
happens. 


[KHAO PHISET] Does this connection still exist? 


[Maj Gen Sutsai] I don’t think so. The students can 
survive, because people have taken action. And we are 
trying to make them understand that Libya is not respon- 
sible for this region. The students understand. They are 
not stupid. Some of them have a master’s degree. Some 
are doctors and dentists. 


[KHAO PHISET] The DAC (Democratic Action Com- 
mittee) recently held a meeting. What has happened 
since the meeting? 


{Maj Gen Sutsai] They have divided the work. They still 
need financial support, because they lack funds. The 
money that they are now receiving is just enough to live 
on. This money comes from sources that nope to benefit 
commercially, such as Singapore, Korea. Japan, and the 
United States. The students may benefit from this, with 
the key word being “may. 


[KHAO PHISET] Are the students still looking for 
money? 


[Maj Gen Sutsai] Yes. They have to look for money, 
because success depends on money 


[KHAO PHISET] At the meeting, who was elected 
chairman? 


[N.a} Gen Sutsai] I can’t remember. But he isn’t consid- 
ered to be a chairman, because they want to put out 
branches. These people just attended (the meeting). That 
is, they are trying to reorganize. They are just “following 
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the trail.” You can't consider that person to be a 
chairman. A chairman must be obeyed. This person 1s 
just an organizer. 


[KHAO PHISET] Who is the real leader? 


[Maj Gen Sutsai] I don’t want to reveal his name, 
because his identity is still a secret. The position men- 
tioned is a “floating” position. 


[KHAO PHISET] In what way are you involved with this 
movemeni? 


[Maj Gen Sutsai] I am a politician and soldier. I am also 
a Thai. I have served as a national-level administrator. I 
want everything to benefit the nation I hope that what is 
being done will benefit the nation in the long term. It 
doesn’t have to be me that is involved. Anyone can take 
over my work. 


[KHAO PHISET] Does this mean that you have called 
on the government to take over and put someone in your 
place? 


[Maj Gen Sutsai] Yes, but he must have power. As for 
the things that I have done, I have not done these things 
for personal profit. And I don’t have great capabilities. 
The person who takes over should be a member of the 
government. I am in a position that they do not trust. 
Thus, they should find someone whom they trust who 
can serve the government. | would be glad to cooperate. 


[KHAO PHISET] oes that mean that we should give 
aid to the opposition, including weapons support? 


{Maj Gen Sutsai] That isn’t necessary, because actually, 
the various minority groups are already armed. Those 
who attended the meeting want to exert pressure to force 
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the present government of Burma to agree to the forma- 
tion of an interim government. Thus, this faction doesn’t 
have to take over. If they took over by force, that is, if 
they staged a coup, they would need to use weapons. But 
because they are carrying on things underground, what 
they want to do is discredit the government, prevent it 
from being able to control the situation, and force it to 
form an interim government. 


{KHAO PHISET] You once said that you would bring 
old politicians to the forefront. But they have now taken 
action themselves. 


{May Gen Sutsai] Yes, I once said that. But there has 
been pressure at several levels, from the intangible to the 
tangible. That is, during that period, U Nu came and 
appealed to me. I told him that he had not taken any 
concrete action. He took concrete steps by announcing 
on ‘he BBC and Voice of America that he had formed an 
expatriate political party. But even though concrete 
action had been taken, he could not control the various 
elements. He could not control the minority groups or 
students. He could not contact groups within the 
country. Later on, the group that | had formed (meaning 
the U Nu group), disbanded and joined the DAC. This 
group has divided itself into two main parts, that is, a 
committee to perform various tasks and the Democratic 
Youth Front, which has various duties. 


[KHAO PHISET] If this group receives support from the 
Thai government, it will probably expand and be in a 
position to bargain with the Rangoon government. 


[Maj Gen Sutsai] The word “bargain” is not the mght 
word. They are enemies. They can’t bargain and share 
administrative responsibilities. It’s like the situation in 
Cambodia, where the opposition groups joined together 
and formed a government to wage a struggle. 
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President Defends Civil Service Salary Structure 


900G0117C Jakarta SUARA KARYA in Indonesian 
2 Feb 90 p 3 


[Text] Jakarta, SUARA KARYA—The government will 
continue trying to improve the welfare of civil service 
employees. Their standard of living should not be higher 
than that of the community, however, nor should wage 
costs wreck the national budget. 


President Suharto said this in a meeting on Thursday [1 
February] with Sarwono Kusumaatmadja, minister of 
state for reform of state apparatus, at the head of state’s 
residence on Cendana Street 


Through the minister, the president called on govern- 
ment employees not only to calculate their salaries but to 
consider the facilities they enjoy, as well. 


Sarwono said that high government employee salaries 
would make their standard of living higher than the 
a. erage level of ihe community. “Such a situation would 
not be consistent with the widespread low standard of 
living,” Sarwono said. 


Furthermore, if civil service salaries were high and the 
facilities they enjoy were still extensive, government 
employees would be an elite group in the community, the 
minister said. “High performance does not necessarily 
accompany high salaries, however. In fact, it could be 
just the opposite,’ Sarwono declared. 


High civil service salaries would be a burden to the 
national budget. ““The APBN [National Budget] might 
be changed to the ‘Government Employee Budget,’” 
Sarwono added. 


According to Sarwono, high salaries would “spoil” gov- 
ernment employees. Such a situation would make it hard 
for the government to take economy measures, for 
employees would not support them. 


Sarwono said the standard of living of government 
employees does not depend entirely on salaries, because 
procedural facilities also contribute to their standard of 
living. He referred to pensions, automatic promotions, 
and other procedures. 


Sarwono said the bureaucracy should not be so burden- 
some that it hinders renewal. As an example, he cited the 
case of a South American country that fell from the 
status of industrialized country to developing nation. 


Working Hours 


The president gave two guidelines on determining 
working hours: There should be no reduction in service 
to the public, and government employees must continue 
to have enough opportunity for rest. 


The choice between 5 and 6 working days a week must 
depend on the situation of the agency involved. 
According to Sarwono, there are agencies that must work 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
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Thus, the minister said, some agencies can set 5 working 
days per week, and others cannot. 


The experiment with 5 working days a week in Jakarta 
for a certain period of time will be very valuable as study 
material for the minister’s office, he said. 


Sarwono acknowledged that the issue of 5 working days 
a week will not be resolved easily. As an example, he 
noted the difficulty in applying it to public schools. If 
there were only 5 school days, daily hours of study would 
have to be extended. 


Sarwono agreed that current government employee 
working hours need to be reviewed. He feels that 
arrangements are out of date, since regulations on the 
matter are based on a presidential decision issued in 
1964. The old regulations also did not specify which 
agency is responsible for evaluating and establishing 
working hours. 


The government will issue regulations on working hours 
in the near future, the minister said. These rules will 
specify which agencies will be responsible for setting 
hours in their spheres. In this way, there will be respon- 
sibility for setting working hours. This will prevent 
decline in service to the public and assure adequate rest 
for employees. 


Agriculture Minister Predicts Higher Rice Production 


900G0118B Jakarta PELITA in Indonesian 
2 Feb 90 p 3 


[Text] Jakarta, PELITA—RMinister of Agriculture War- 
doyo said rice production in 1990 is expected to reach 
45.36 million tons of GKG [dry paddy for milling], up 
4.15 percent from 1989. He estimated that this produc- 
tion level will enable self-sufficiency in rice to be main- 
tained. 


The minister stated this in reply to a question from a 
member of DPR [Parliament] Commission IV in its 
working meeting to discuss the 1990-91 RAPBN [Pro- 
posed National Budget] at the DPR Building in Senayan, 
Jakarta, on Thursday [1 February]. Commission 
Chairman A.R. Rangkut: presided. 


“The 1990 farm production targets basically have 
already been formulated in the agriculture section of 
REPELITA V [Fifth 5-Year Development Plan], which 
allows for adjustments for conditions prevailing each 
year. 


The volumes of food and estate production will depend 
upon productivity and harvest sizes. “Generally, greater 
food production is produced by higher productivity, 
whereas better estate production is achieved by enlarging 
the area under cultivation,” he said. 
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Soybean Production 


He said soybean and sweet potato targets are much 
higher than in the previous year, up 12.2 and 10.9 
percent, respectively. ““The 1990 production targets for 
the two commodities are 1,406,000 and 2,336,000 tons,” 
he stated. 


Minister Wardoyo acknowledged that the 1990 estate 
production target is lower than 1989 production. The 
commodities with smaller targets are rubber, coconuts, 
coffee, and pepper. This situation is a result of relatively 
high prod :ction in the estate subsector in 1989, in which 
almost all important commodities exceeded their targets. 
Large productior increases are expected for palm oil, oil 
palm essence, and cacao. 


Targets 


Wardoyo also revealed that 1990 production targets for 
rubber, coconut, and palm oil are 1,324,000 tons, 
2,207,000 tons, and 2,590,000 tons, respectively. Coffee 
and tea targets are 423,000 tons and 159,000 tons, and 
the tobacco target is 152,000 tons. 


With regard to the animal husbandry subsector, he said 
that meat, egg, and milk targets have been raised by 
12.02 percent, 10.1 percent, and 6.1 percent, respec- 
tively, to 1,118,000 tons, 545,000 tons, and 730,000 
tons. The production targets of sea and land fisheries 
have been raised by 4.73 percent and 5.77 percent. “The 
ocean fisheries production target is 2,370,000 tons, and 
the land fisheries target is 806,000 tons. The catch target 
of 2,559,000 tons is a greater increase than the 61 7,000- 
ton target for cultivated fish,’ he added. 


East Indonesia 


Wardoyo said that in fiscal 1990-91 the government will 
give high priority to development in East Indonesia. 
During this period, agriculture budget support in East 
Indonesia under the APBN [National Budget] will 
amount to 62.013 billion rupiah, and foreign aid will 
total 60.49 billion rupiah. The uses of the funds will 
include increasing the production of food crops, fish- 
eries, animal husbandry, and estates, he said. 


Murdani Outlines Defense Strategy 


900G0118A Jakarta ANGKATAN BERSENJATA 
in Indonesian 2 Feb 90 p 1 


[Text] Jakartaas ANGKATAN BERSENJATA—During 
RENSTRA HANKAM IV [Fourth Defense and Security 
Strategic Plan], ABRI will continue to be 2 small readi- 
ness force in which personnel professionalism 1s steadily 
enhanced. The militancy, understanding, and participa- 
tion of the public will continue to be encouraged, not 
only to support national defense and security but also to 
increase tenacity and strength in all sectors of life. 


Defense and Security Minister L.B. Murdani said this on 
Thursday [1 February] in a working meeting with DPR 


JPRS-SEA-90-009 
14 March 1990 


{Parliament} Commission I, chaired by Commission | 
Chairman H. Imron Rosyadi, at the DPR Building in 
Senayan, Jakarta. 


Minister Murdani said we must not be pessimistic about 
the future, although uncertain world economic and mon- 
etary conditions will continue into REPELITA V [Fifth 
5-Year De elopment Plan] and throughout the current 
HANKAM RENSTRA IV. On the contrary, we must 
sincerely try to improve our human qualities so that they 
can be our reliance in coping with life in this era of 
competition. 


The Department of Defense and Security/ABRI will try 
to anticipate such uncertainties, especially because we 
realize that national capabilities supporting defense and 
security will not change very much from what we have 
had so far. Preventive capabilities must be based on 
comprehensive national resilience in all sectors of 
national and state life, which have flourished in the lap 
of Pancasila democracy and Indonesian nationalism. 


“The national resilience concept teaches us that preven- 
tion springs from tenacity and strength in every sector of 
life and not from physical military strength,” he asseried. 


Instilling Nationalistic Feeling 


In response to a DPR member's question about Indone- 
Sia’s expected security conditions in 1990-91 as they 
relate to funds available under the 1990-91 APBN 
{National Budget], Defense and Security Minister Mur- 
dani emphasized that the world political situation will be 
marked by a continued decline of communism and a rise 
of democracies and aspirations for freedom among 
ethnic groups in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. 
The Soviet ethnic problem is a complex one, since it 
involves not only the issue of secession bui religious 
conflict as well. 


With respect to SARA [ethnic, religious, racial, and 
communal] issues, he said, we naturally must be alert 
and keep such influences out of the country. This is a 
reminder to us all that we still have much homework to 
do; we must instill a strong nationalistic feeling in order 
to overcome negative SARA influences. One way to do 
this is by strengthening the comprehension and practice 
of Pancasila democracy and the social solidarity of the 
Indonesian nation. 


Thus, defense and security in 1990-91 will have a strong 
momentum that can be utilized to stimulate the engi- 
neering of society in the sense of strengthening national 
integration and expanding the political cuiture of Pan- 
casila democracy. 


In this connection, threats in the form of invasions from 
the outside are very unlikely during 1990-91. In view of 
some aspects of political, economic, and sociocultural 
developments, however, we can say that domestic prob- 
lems will be the prominent ones, whether SARA issues or 
rising crime. 
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Murdani said ABRI capabilities in the framework of 


safeguarding national development in 1990-91 are ade- 
quate for facing such eventualities. Security will be more 
firmly assured when risks related to political, economic, 
and sociocultural issues have been fully eliminated. 


The minister asked that the 10 percent salary hike for 
government employees and ABRI members be followed 
by efforts to keep inflation as low as possible. Since, from 
the defense and security aspect, the essential thing is to 
minimize the gap between the rich and the poor, fiscal 
measures have been taken to eliminate this gap as far as 
possible, he said. 


Mobilization and Demobilization Bill 


In reply to a DPR member’s question about details and 
a schedule for implementation of Law 20 of 1982. 
Murdani said a draft government regulation (RPP) on 
ABRI personnel administration was completed in 1989- 
90 and submitted to the president. He also said adjust- 
ments have been made in the personnel management 
system. Drafts have also been made of academic aspects 
of mobilization and demobilization and of a ministerial 
regulation on data and human resource management 
systems. Before the drafts are transformed into complete 
bills, plans are being made for testing the mobilization 
and demobilization concept in West Java in the near 
future. 


An initial draft mobilization and demobilization bill is 
planned for fiscal 1990-91. Efforts will be made in fiscal 
1991-92 to submit the bill to the DPR and to begin 
drafting implementation regulations. Completion of the 
regulations are planned for fiscal 1992-93, and enact- 
ment of the bill into law is expected in 1993-94. The next 
necessary step will be publication of the implementation 
regulations. 


Loan Pay-Off To Lower LNG Prices 


900G0128D Jakarta BISNIS INDONESIA 
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[Text] Jakarta, Sunday [4 February], ANTARA/ 
MERDEKA—Indonesian liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
will be more competitive when loans for the construction 
of several refinery trains at Bontang and Arun are paid 
off, Minister of Mining and Energy Ginanjar Kartasas- 
mita said in Jakarta on Saturday [3 February]. 


Before leaving for Switzerland, Ginanjar added in 
response to a question that the paying off of Japanese 
loans made for building trains at Bontang and A ‘un will 
be certain to reduce refinery production costs. 


Selling prices can be lower and thus more competitive 
with natural gas from other countries. 


He explained that repayment of the loans for the trains 
presents two possibilities: Indonesia will make more 
profit, and selling prices can be pushed even lower. 
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Ginanjar said that the selling price of LNG to Japan and 
Korea is now $2.58 per MMBTU (million British 
thermal units). 


“During the last several days, however, the price has 
steadily risen as world oil prices have become stronger,” 
he said. 


Minister Ginanjar mentioned Australia and Qatar as two 
newcomers to the ranks of LNG exporters competing 
with Indonesia, which also include some countries in the 
Middle East. 


‘Qatar's natural gas reserves of 100 trillion cubic feet are 
the same as Indonesia’s, but its population is only a few 
hundred thousand,” Ginanyjar said. 


The minister of mining said further that the loan for the 
construction of trains A and B at Bontang, East Kalli- 
mantan, will be paid off on 15 February. 


The loan is being repaid faster than the 20 years origi- 
nally specified in the installment schedvle. The construc- 
tion of trains A and B began in 1977. 


The repayment of loans for trains !, 2, and 3 at Arun 
Lhok Seumawe, Aceh, will come later, in 1991 and 1993. 


Loan Totals 


He explained that the loan for trains A and B in Bontang 
was divided into U.S. dollar and Japanese yen funds. 


The U.S. dollar loan was $477,900,000, with a loan 
interest of $199,590,576, while the Japanese yen total 
was Y40.8 billion and the interest Y16 3 billion 


Ginanjar said that at Bontang there are now four trains 
with an annual capacity of 2.2 miliion tons each. At 
Arun, there are six trains with an annual capacity of 1.5 
million tons each. 


“Train E (the fifth) at Bontang, which will be inaugu- 
rated in March, will also have a capacity of 2.2 million 
tons. Bontang will then have five traras,"’ he sad. 


Train E was built to supply 1.5 million ions of LiNG to 
Taiwan every year under a 20-year sales contract. 


East Kalimantan Governor Stresses Village 
Development 


900G0118C Jakarta PELITA in Indonesian 
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[Text] The welfare of the village community along East 
Kalimantan’s border with the East Malaysian states of 
Sabah and Sarawak apparently continues to be a top 
priority in East Kalimantan development under 
REPELITA V [Fifth 5-Year Development Plan]. 


Although such efforts began during REPELITA III, there 
was no enthusiasm in East Kalimantan for implementing 
it before REPELITA V 
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When East Kalimantan Governor M. Ardans, SH 
[Master of Laws], last week gathered a number of key 
regional officials and heads of agencies at Malinau 
Village, 800 kilometers north of Samarinda, their deter- 
mination to develop the border region had become 
unanimous, as evidenced by the agreement of all parties. 


Another proof of East Kalimantan’s determination is an 
effort in “olah bebaya,” a Kut-i language phrase 
meaning “rowing together,” through an integrated devel- 
opment program for promoting community prosperity. 


The governor said the call for “‘olah bebaya,”’ centered in 
the northernmost villages of East Kalimantan, is 
embodied in the Integrated Village Development Move- 
ment (GERBANGDATVU), parts of which were previ- 
ously conducted by some of the villages. 


The movement, which 1s oriented to village development 
all along the border, will be supported by a number of 
sectoral development programs, such as construction of 
the trans-Kalimantan road, now being initiated fol- 
‘owing agreement by the four Kalimantan governors in 
1989. 


Obstacles and Challenges 


The East Kalimantan Regional Government is thor- 
oughly aware of the size of obstacles, which include an 
extensive area and a sparse, unevenly distributed popu- 
lation. These conditions cause disparities in the 
economy, culture, and public services. 


“These are visible challenges, and we must be alert if we 
are to overcome them,” the governor told the residents 
of Malinau Village, which he was visiting for the first 
time since becoming governor 2 years ago. 


With an area twice the size of Java and a population of 
less than 2.5 million, East Kalimantan villages have 
unique characteristics. These are reflected in the types of 
villages that have emerged: fishing, rice paddy farming, 
dry field farming, estates, animal husbandry, handi- 
crafts, and trade. 


As the first phase, the governor presented a new idea for 
building a network of roads, which will begin at 
Nunukan Subdistrict and connect Lumbis, Krayan, Long 
Pujyungan, and Apo Kayan and wiil eventually extend to 
the southernmost area of Sarawak. 


A similar road will also be built to the east through 
Kelian, Long Apari, Barong Tongkok, Melak, Kotaban- 
gun, Tenggarong, and Samarinda. 


“This is the alternative we will take in order to eliminate 
disparities,’ the governor declared. He said the road 
network connecting Sarnarinda and Bontang is adequate 
and next year will be extended to Tanjung Redep. 


Describing his experience in watching the growth of 
previously isolated villages after road networks were 
built, the governor reiterated the importance of the road 
construction program. 
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The East Kalimantan Regional Government, in couper- 
ation with KODAM [Military Region Command] VI, 
several weeks ago completed a feasibility study for the 
construction of a 710-kilometer road network that will 
touch village areas along the border. 


Hindrances to bringing road networks to realization 
include difficult field conditions caused by thick jungle 
anc the many rivers needing bridges. 


New Enthusiasm 


The study sparked new enthusiasm when it reported that 
there are road corridors once made by timber compa- 
nies. These corridors account for about 40 percent of the 
projected roads. 


In simple language, Governor Ardans told Malinau 
residents of the government's reasons for building the 
road network. 


He said he is always reminded of the hardships of the 
local community, which has found it very difficult to 
market its products because of high shipping costs, since 
air transport is the only kind available. 


The latest figures from the East Kalimantan governor's 
northern area office at Tarakan reveal that severa! vil- 
lages in the border area have great potential for estate 
crops and handicrafts but always meet obstacles in 
shipping them to market. As a consequence, local resi- 
dents are compelled to sell their products in Sarawak or 
Sabah. 


The East Kalimantan governor also called on local 
Dayak chiefs to use the GERBANGDATU program to 
consolidate their groups with others, pointing out to 
them that as few as 10 to 30 families can establish a 
village. 


Such consolidation will be more profitable for them, 
since they can be more systematic in getting intensive 
help from the government. 


Manpower Minister Urges Worker Safety, Health 


900G0117A Jakarta SUARA KARYA in Indonesian 
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[Text] Bekasi, SUARA KARYA—Any Manpower 
Department personnel who intimidates employees or 
employers are to be reported. If the charges are proved, 
firm legal action will be taken against them immediately. 


Minister of Manpower Drs Cosmas Batubara stated this 
on Thursday [1 February] at Bekasi at the inauguration 
of Work Safety and Health Promotion Committees 
(P2K3), SPSI [All-Indonesia Labor Federation] Unit 
Directorates, and Bipartite LKS [Indonesian Workers 
Organization] members. Large-scale signing of joint 
work agreements (KKB) and presentation of company 
rules also took place. 
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The manpower minister said further that the main 
purpose of development in the manpower sector is the 
creation of a )»reductive work force and improvement of 
worker welfare, safety, and health. “The higher the level 
of worker safety and health, the better production will 
be. In this way, investments will be protected,’ Cosmas 
Batubara said. 


The manpower minister also stated that the formation of 
SPSI Work Unit Directorates is an effort to create 
tranquillity for work and business. It also produces an 
effective momentum for further steps toward creating a 
partnership between companies and workers. 


With regard to the discrepancy between the curreni cost of 
living and the minimum physical requirement figure in 
effect in West Java, the manpower minister asked the West 
Java Wage Council to make a proposal to the Manpower 
Department's main office. West Java people themselves 
are the ones who know conditions in their region 


Drs Sudarisman, chief of the Manpower Department's 
West Java Regional Office, said in his report that with 
these new additions West Java totals are as follows: 
P2K3’s, 1,372; Bipartite LKS, 397; SPSI Work Units, 
1,099; KKB’s, 659; and company rules, 2,834. There are 
580,783 workers enrolled in ASTEK [Worker Social 
Insurance] in 3,215 companies. 


Science Institute Makes Superconductor 


900G0117D Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 
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[Text] The LIPI [Indonesian Science Institute] Apolied 
Physics Research and Development Center has made 
ceramic YBC-123 superconductor material using equ ip- 
ment and facilities available in Indonesia, inclucing 
some at the PUSPIPTEK [Science and Technciogy 
Research Center], Serpong. With this success, Indonesia 
enters the ranks of countries conducting superconductor 
high technology research. These include the United 
States, Japan, European nations, and developing coun- 
tries like Brazil, Colombia, Pakistan, and our neighbor 
Malaysia. 


A superconductor is a material that conducts electricity 
perfectly at its transition temperature or bclow. The 
material has zero resistance 2ud thus permits flow of 
high electric current without producing heat (no energy 
loss). The PLN [State Electricity Corporation] now uses 
transformers to raise and lower voltages because of great 
energy losses caused by resistance. If this superconductor 
material could be used for electricity cables, efficiency 
would be very high, nearly 100 percent. Transformers 
could then be discarded! 


Coid Temperatures 


The discussion above is theoretical, of course. From the 
practical aspect, the superconductor material does not 
yet have adequate mechanical properties for it to replace 
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cables, and—if indeed the material can be manufac- 
tured—the price will be very high. There are also tech- 
nical problems. For the material to have superconductor 
properties, tt must be at or below the transition temper- 
ature. With present technology. this means the temper- 
ature must be very low. For example, the material made 
by LIP! of compounds of the elements Y [yttrium], Ba 
[barium], Cu [copper], and O [oxygen] has supercon- 
ductor properties only at temperatures of about 90 
degrees Kelvin, the equivalent of -183 degrees Celsius. 
Water freezes at 0 degrees Celsius! 


Present research in the industrialized countries 1s on how 
to find a superconductor material with a high enough 
transition temperature, room temperature, if possible. 
The objective 1s widespread and commercial application 
of superconductor materiais. The United States report- 
edly is giving the highest priority to superconductor 
research. From 1911, when the phenomenon was first 
discovered, until 1960, metal was much tested as super- 
conductor material. Between 1960 and 1987. metal 
combinations were tested. Since 1987, ceramics have 
been used. 


In 1987, C.W. Chu (in the United States) and several 
other researchers in China and Japan independently 
discovered a material with superconductor properties at 
a temperature greater than the boiling point of liquid 
nitrogen, or 77 degrees Kelvin (-196 degrees Celsius). It 
was this discovery that sparked “superconductor fever” 
in many countries, including the developing countries. 
Such interest was primarily because the process for 
making samples 's relatively simple and there are still 
man. unknown « hemical and physical aspects. 


The experiment at the PUSPIPTEK on Thursday, 11 
January, using the YBC-123 superconductor made by 
LIP! demonstrated the Meissner effect as one of the 
properties of superconductor materials. YBC-1!23 took 2 
months to make, and raw materials (not counting equip- 
ment) cost about 1,000,000 rupiah. Because YBC-|23 
resisted, or rejected penetration by, a magnetic field, a 
permanent magnet placed above the superconductor 
material at a temperature of -183 degrees Celsius hov- 
ered in the air at a height of 2 to 3 millimeters for 40 
seconds. The magnet hovered because the supercon- 
ductor resisted its magnetic field. When the temperature 
rose higher than the transition temperature, the super- 
conductor property disappeared, permitting the magnet 
to fall. 


Y BC-123 is made of Y,0,, BaCO,, and CuO. The three 
materials were weighed and mixed in the proper propor- 
tions to produce a homogeneous compound. The mix- 
ture was calcinated (burned) at 900 degrees Celsius for 4 
hours and then cooled again. Because the material was 
coarse after being burned, it had to be reduced to the 
consistency of flour, with particles measuring 16 to 17 
microns (1 micron = 1/1,.000,000 centimeter). 


The powder was pressed into pellets using a force of 480 
to 640 kilograms/square centimeter. It was then burned 
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again (sintered) at a temperature of 950 degrees Celsius 
for 10 hours in order to make it hard. There are two types 
of sintering: with and without O,. The use of O, gives 
better results. The output of this sintering is the super- 
conductor. 


High Porosity 


Using analysis equipment available to the PUSPIPTEK, 
YBC-123 was tested to determine its capabilities. YBC- 
123 has a higher porosity than the superconductor made by 
Siemens (West Germany) and is not compact (dense) 
enough. Its superconductor properties are thus stl low, 
and the electric current it conducts 1s more limited. lis 
density 1s 3.6 to 3.9 grams/cubic centimeter, or 60 percent 
of ideal. This is a good beginning, nevertheless. YBC-1! 23 
has a critical temperature of -181 degrees Celsius, a critical 
current density of 1/1,000,000 amperes/square centimeter, 
and a critical magnetic field of 20 teslas. 


A possible application for ceramic superconductors is 
energy transportation, since the material's electrical 
resistance approaches zero. It may also be used as a 
source of strong magnetic fields. A coil of supercon- 
ductor material will not need a core like an ordinary 
electromagnet. It will be lightweight and can produce a 


highly homogeneous magnetic field. As in the case of 


superconductors for energy transportation, the problem 
faced here is the fabrication of wire that is flexible 
(mechanical property). Because of its strong magnetic 
field, it has possible use for above-rail levitation of trains 
(“‘mag-lev’’). High speeds could be achieved, since there 
would be no rail friction. Additionally, it could be used 
in instruments for measuring very weak magnetic fields 
and in computers with very high data processing ana 
computation speeds. 


The next problem for LIPI’s Applied Physics Research and 
Development Center is the financing of development. 
After successfully making a superconductor, what is the 
next step? Will the center stop with mere experimentation 
and “testing the capabilities” of its staff? There is only a 
very small budget for research, which on the surface has 
little impact on the community. From the aspect of facil- 
ities and expertise, however, the center has proved its 
potential. It will be too bad if these assets are wasted. 


GOLKAR Legislator Calls for Better Civil Service 
Wage Structure 


Y0OG01I28B Jakarta SUARA PEMBARUAN 
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[Text] Jakarta, 3 Feb-—Indonesia’s wage system, partic- 
ularly for government employees, should be immediately 
improved to prevent employees with excessive incomes 
from being “lazy” and those with low incomes from 
being “thieves.” 


B.P. Messakh, SE [Master of Economics], secretary of the 
Development Function Faction [F-KP] in the DPR [Parlia 
ment], said this to reporters yesterday, Friday, in Jakarta. 
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in comments on a statement made by Minister for 
Reiorm of State Apparatus Sarwono Kusumaatmadja on 
civil service salaries, the DPR member said the present 
wage structure does not encourage work. 


“In fact, the salary structure in effect now encourages 
peopie in other directions,” Messakh added. 


He explained that when he said “encourages in other 
directions” he meant that wages are so low they 
encourage a person to steal. “If a person is very hungry, 
he will steal. regardless of how strict the supervision may 
be,” he asserted. 


Speaking after reporting to the president, Minister Sar- 
wono said the government does not want to be trapped 
into becoming an elite bureaucracy with its own estab- 
lished interests that hinder the progress of the people and 
the state. We remain committed to improvement of 
government employce welfare, but there are some limits. 


Elite 


Messakh feels that the recent 10 percent raise will not 
make the civil service an elite group. Salary or income 
Should be an incentive to a person to do productive 
things. How can government employees possibly become 
an elite group when their welfare is not much better than 
that of the general population? Civil service salaries are 
it the bottom rung of income of the general population, 
Messakh said 


Messakh realizes that government funds are now lim- 
ited, including funds for raising civil service salaries. 
However, he said, the wage system does not have much 
connection with limited funds. Because the system is 
one-sided, it should be corrected immediately. “If there 
is a one-sided system, the whole organization will usually 
be unstable,” he declared. 


The F-KP secretary cited examples of one-sided salary 
structures in state-owned business enterprises (BUMN’s), 
the Public Corporation for Ports, the Angkasa Pura Public 
Corporation (which manages the Sukarno Hatta Airport), 
and PTP’s {state-owned estates]. 


With regard to the one-sidedness of the BUMN’s, Mes- 
sakh asked if the facilities available to some people are 
not excessive in comparison with those of other groups. 
Salaries and facilities for management are very different 
from those provided to nonmanagement personnel, such 
as employees working in the field, he added. 


The F-KP secretary concluded that the problem is a result of 
the fact that managers of human resources are very scarce 
and must therefore be given the best treatment. 


He said the F-KP long ago recommended to the govern- 
ment that the incentive system be one actually perceived 
by employees as a motivation and encouragement to 
their work. In other words, salary increases should be 
adjusted to the rate of inflation, and cost-of-living allow- 
ances should be given in certain regions. 
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Touching on the relationship of salary increases and 
consumer prices, Messakh said that if salary increases 
are the only thing that makes the prices of essential goods 
gO up wage increases should not be publicized, as they 
have been in the past. 


The DPR member strongly rejected the claim that salary 
increases are meaningless to the lives of government 
employees. “That is not so; wage hikes are indeed 
significant,’’ Messakh declared repeatedly. 


Via Banks 


In a Friday night working meeting with DPR Commis- 
sion IX, Minister of Education and Culture Fuad Hassan 
said the government plans to pay the salaries of teachers 
via government banks in their localities in order to 
prevent withholding of portions of their wages. 


The minister said that in regions without government 
banks teacher salaries will continue to be paid via salary 
officers with an assurance that no withholding will take 
place. 


He also asked the mass media to help by publicizing each 
case in which part of a teacher’s salary is withheld, 
particularly in regions that are hard to monitor. 


He warned that teacher salaries cannot be used as 
collateral for loans and that every purchase, whether 
cash or credit, must be made personally and not in the 
name of the profession. 


Other steps being taken include improvements in the 
system for appointing, assigning, evenly distributing, 
and transferring teachers. Development of teacher 
careers w:il be adapted to the positions in which the 
teachers function. 


Voting Rights of Former Communists To Be 
Studied 


900G0128A Jakarta ANGKATAN BERSENJATA 
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, text] Jakarta, ANGKATAN BERSENJATA—Major 
General Soekarto, governor of LEMHANNAS [National 
Defense Institute], said that giving former G-30-S/PKI 
[30 September Movement/Indonesian Communist 
Party] people the mght to vote in the 1992 general 
elections may be given consideration. Such a policy must 
require accurate and careful evaluation, however. 


“Of course, anything can be considered, for in govern- 
ment and community life we always want the best. But a 
decision that people once involved in G-30-S/PKI can 
vote must be made after a careful evaluation,” he told 
ANTARA on Saturday [3 February] in Jakarta. 


He expressed this view in connection with a statement 
made by Home Affaire Minister Rudini to the DPR 
[Parliament] APBN [National Budget] Commission that 
a draft revision of KEPPRES [Presidential Decision] 63 
of 1985 is in preparation. The revision will spell out 
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procedures for the investigation and evaluation of Indo- 
nesian citizens involved in G-30-S/PKI so that their 
right to vote in the 1992 elections may be considered. 


Soekarto said that, while the job of making this evalua- 
tion should be done by a special team, all elements of the 
community should provide input, too, particularly on 
the positive and negative aspects of giving the right to 
vote to former G-30-S/PKI people. He was interviewed 
after he inaugurated the 30th class of the Course for 
Candidate Lecturers on Leadership. 


Remain Alert 


Soekarto said, “In any case, we must continue to be alert 
to the communist threat. Although one can say there is 
no longer a ‘market’ for communism in Eastern Europe, 
we must not become careless or, especially, think that 
communism in Indonesia is dead.” 


Soekarto explained that although some G-30-S/PKI 
people were merely casual followers there were many 
others in whom comnuiunism was deeply ingrained. They 
will be unable to give up their communist philosophy 
and spirit. 


“Those in whom communism is deeply ingrained will 
use every effort to promote their ideology. Therefore, we 
must remain alert and not be careless in any way,” he 
said. He recounted the bitter experiences of 1948 and 
1965, when the PKI twice betrayed its friends.“ 


Not Everyone 


The LEMHANNAS governor also explained that when a 
policy on voting rights for former G-30-S/PKI people is 
issued it will, of course, call for a thorough evaluation 
and consideration of every aspect. 


“It is clear, however, that not everyone involved in 
G-30-S/PK:i will be given voting rights. There needs to be 
a classification of those who may be given rights, those 
who are io! ready yet, and those who will not be given 
voting rights,”” he asserted. 


Besides input from a team especially created for the 
purpose, there can be input from all elements of the 
community, including members of the DPR. “The deci- 
sion on whether former G-30-S/PKI people get voting 
rights should not be made by one agency alone, and 
especially not by a single individual,” he stated. 


According to Home Affairs Minister Rudini, the evalu- 
ation team will consist of representatives of 
BAKORSTANAS [Agency for the Coordination of Sup- 
port for National Stability], BAKIN [State Intelligence 
Coordination Agency], the Office of the Attorney Gen- 
eral, police, the Elections Board, and the Department of 
Home Affairs. The team will begin its work between 
September 1990 and March 1991. 
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‘File D’ 


When asked about “file D,” now being questioned again 
by DPR members, the LEMHANNAS governor said it is 
basically an administrative mechanism used by security 
authorities for “crosschecking” the biographic data of 
people and that it is still needed for maintaining vigi- 
lance. 


“We must not assume that the child of a person formerly 
involved in G-30-S/PKI has no association with his 


parents. Similarly, we must not conclude that such a 
child is certain to have an association with his parents,” 
Soekarto said. 


If anyone is misusing a “file D” by making it a “com- 
modity that can be bought and sold,” as indicated by 
DPR members, such a practice must be eliminated, he 
said. 


“Thus, the problem needing resolution is not the ‘file D’ 
but the mechanism for handling it,” the LEMHANNAS 
governor said. 
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Cooperation Program Signed With Hanoi University within the framework of their memorandum of 1989, yes- 


BK2202123990 Vientiane KPL in English 0915 GMT terday signed a cooperation programme for 1990-1991. 


22 Feb 90 ; . aj 
. Signed by the directors of these two institutes, the 


programme involves mutual help in personnel training 
[Text] Vientiane, Feb 22 (KPL)—The Vientiane School of = and exchange of experiences on education and scientific 
Architecture and the Hanoi University of Architecture, research. 
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AFP Establishes Agency on Ethical Standards 


42000044C Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
3 Feb 90 pp 1, 6 


[Text] Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen Renato de Villa has 
established a “more powerful and effective” military agency 
to hasten the prosecution of senior officers, including gen- 
erals, facing graft and unexplained wealth charges. 


Rear Admiral Emerson Tangan, AFP [Armed Forces of the 
Philippines] vice chief of staff, was named to head the Office 
of Ethical Standards for Public Accountability (OESPA). It 
replaces the AFP Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Agency 
(AFPAGCA) and the AFP Anti-Graft Board established in 
1986 shortly after President Aquino came into power. 


Military sources said OESPA’s establishment was in 
answer to the growing clamor among younger military 
officers for an immediate stop to alleged rampant graft 
and corruption in the AFP. 


The sources also said Tangan’s appointment indicated the 
AFP leadership’s determined attempt to rid the military of 
corrupt elements which have been raised as an issue in the 
past coup attempts against the Government. 


“We really mean business this time,” Tangan told 
reporters yesterday. “It is not that graft and corruption 
in the military is widespread but we want to restore 
credibility and confidence in the organization.” 


In his order, de Villa placed the OESPA directly under 
his office. It was also ordered to file its reports and 
recommendations on cases to his office instead of to the 
AFP inspector-general. 


According to sources, de Villa ordered AFPAGCA’s aboli- 
tion because it was not “performing its mission well.” 


The AFP anti-graft board was also abolished because it 
was duplicating the functions of AFPAGCA. 


But Col Manuel Mendiola, former AFPAGCA head, 
explained that senior military officers being investigated 
‘simply ignored and belittled” their summonses. 


“What can we do? The office was only headed by a senior 
colonel and it had difficulty summoning generals for 
investigation,” Mendiola lamented. 


He also cited several ‘‘unpleasant”’ experiences which he 
and his members had in dealing with senior officers 
accused of unexplained and ill-gotten wealth charges. 


At the same time, Mendiola complained that the AFP 
anti-graft board, headed by retired Brigadier General 
Manuel Flores, was duplicating his agency’s function and 
was even taking over some of the cases it was investigating. 


He cited as an example the ill-gotten wealth complaint 
filed against retired Brigadier General Tomas Dumpit 
two years ago. 
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Senate Probes General in Illegal Logging 


42000044D Manila MANILA CHRONICLE in English 
3 Feb 90 p 3 


[Reports from Patrick Paez, Ben Dacanay, and Noli 
Cabantug] 


{Text} Senator Ernesto Maceda yesterday said there was 
prima facie evidence against a general implicated in the 
disappearance of close to P| million worth of precious 
kamagong logs in Palawan in August last year. 


But the prime witness, a Marine officer, told the Senate 
defense committee headed by Maceda that he signed the 
affidavit implicating Brig Gen Napoleon Angeles under 
constraint. 


Sgt Rufino Pedroso said friends in the military had 
warned him that he would be discharged if he failed to 
execute an affidavit recounting how the illegally-cut 
kamagong logs were spirited away from barangay 
Apurawan, Aburlan, Palawan. 


In his sworn statement, Pedroso quoted barangay offi- 
cials as saying that Angeles, chief of the Western Com- 
mand, gave an Iranian businessman and his companions 
the clearance to ship out the logs. 


Maceda said his committee has yet to determine how 
Pedroso’s claim of duress would affect the case. 


Angeles said he was innocent and that the accusation was 
made up by politicians in the province. 


Vice Gov Arthur Ventura, an environmentalist, told the 
committee he tried to go to Barangay Apurawan to check 
the logs, but was warned by the general of a firefight with 
the rebels in that area. 


Ventura said he was later accompanied by Pedroso to the 
remote barangay and saw for himself that there was no 
sign of fighting. 


Pedroso said he and 22 members of the Civi'ian Armed 
Forces Geographical Unit under his command shaved 
their heads in a show of solidarity against possible 
reprisals from their superiors. 


In an interview, the Marine officer refused to elaborate on 
why he balked at his affidavit and that he wants to leave the 
matter to the politicans and the general to settle. “Ako 
naman maski saang bundok ako itapon pwwede.”’ 


An aide of Ventura told reporters that Pedroso was 
pressured from pursuing the case against the general. 


Angeles had also reportedly been at odds with Brig Gen 
Lowen Abadia of the 205th helicopter fighter wing based 
in Villamor. According to reports, Abadia was furious 
that two of his helicopters assigned at Wescom were 
being used to ferry illegal loggers. 
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Abadia, who was at the hearing, said it was impossible 
for the helicopters to transport logs, but that it was 
possible they may have been used to carry illegal loggers. 


Angeles said he is due to retire in April and that he does not 
want to leave the military with a “cloud of dishonor.” 


Meanwhile, Natural Resources Secretary Fulgencio Fac- 
toran Jr. yesterday declared a logging moratorium in 
Nueva Vizcaya, the seventh province to be placed under 
the government’s log ban since a crackdown on illegal 
logging started in 1988. 


The other provinces are Agusan, Isabela, Samar, Nueva 
Ecija, Quezon and Aurora. 


With the log ban, all logging operations including those 
of legitimate timber license agreement (TLA) holders 
had been suspended, Irma Paulme, DENR’s chief public 
affairs officer, said yesterday. 


All movement of logs and lumber from any point in the 
province is forbidden until the DENR completes its 
study of Nueva Vizcaya’s remaining forest resources. 


In Mindanao, five family members of a Manobo tribe 
were massacred by security guards of a logging firm in 
Sultan Kudarat last 25 January, a military report said. 


Sketchy reports reaching PC Chief Maj Gen Ramon 
Montano said the tribesmen were shot with automatic 
weapons before they were thrown into a river. 


Paper Reports CPP Fund-Raising Activities 


42000044A Manila MANILA CHRONICLE in English 
7 Feb 90 p6 


[By Chay Florentino] 


[Text] A network of the “violent Left” in Europe and North 
America has succeeded in raising millions of dollars for 
Filipino Maoist rebels here, Foreign Secretary Raul Mang- 
lapus said in a speech he delivered yesterday in Geneva. 


Speaking before the 46th Session of the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights [United Nations Human 
Rights Commission—UNHRC], Manglapus said that 
despite the “wilting” of the communist insurgency in the 
Philippines, the movement continues to survive “partly 
because of financial infusions from sources abroad, 
ironically from the democratic West, from institutions as 
naive as those romantics of the violent Right.” 


This same network, according to him, portrays the Philip- 
pines as a violator of human rights before the world while 
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their comrades here “continue to kill and burn in pursuit of 
a vision already dead in the history of mankind.” 


Manglapus however admitted that while the human rights 
machinery of the Aquino Government 1s elaborate, there are 
lapses just as in every human system. The government 
encourages non-Government organizations which monitor 
and report on its human rights performance, he added 


This network of the Left, he said, lifts isolated cases of human 
rights violations out of context and then attempts “with all 
too frequent success” to portray the Philippines as a society 
“utterly dedicated to the debasement of the human person.” 


This is done with relative ease because it is so easy to 
monitor Philippine society through the press. Where free 
information is easily available, Manglapus said, it is easy 
for a well-funded organization to magnify the lapses of 
the Government to the world. 


Filipino officials had said in the past that non-government 
Organizations in Furope. especially in the Netherlands. 
where the international headquarters of the National Dem- 
ocratic Front is located are common sources of funds. 
European governments have disclaimed any knowledge of 
aid being channeled to the rebels 


Manglapus mentioned the creation by the Government 
of the independent Commission on Human Rights as an 
indication of the Government's value for human rights. 
At the foreign office, he said, an office for Human Rights 
and Humanitarian Affairs had also been created to 
represent the Government at home and abroad. 


Assistant Secretary Purita Quisumbing who is head of that 
office was elected chairman of the UNHCR. [as published] 


Manglapus also said that the Philippines had proposed the 
creation of an International Debt and Development Commis- 
sion to help solve the debt problem which stymies human 
rights and democracy in many developing couniries. 


CIS Arrests Coup Suspects, Confiscates Electronic 
Equipment 

42000044B Manila MANILA CHRONICLE in English 
4 Feb 90 p 7 


[By Rey Salgado] 


[Text] Cebu City—Operatives of the PC [Police Con- 
stabulary] Criminal! Investigation Service (CIS) here 
Thursday confiscated several unlicensed very high fre- 
quency or VHF hand-held radio sets from two beach 
houses owned by a Filipino and another by a Japanese in 
Moal Boal, Cebu, some 89 kms southwest of this city. 
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Meanwhile, Cebu Metrodiscom operatives arrested on 
the same day an alleged unit commander of the dreaded 
New People’s Army (NPA) Sparrow unit, seven sus- 
pected hitmen and more than 10 sympathizers in dif- 
ferent areas in Metro Cebu. 


Local CIS chief Lt Col Rolando Paronia, in his report to 
Recom 7 head Brig Gen Raul S. Imperial and CIS 
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commander Brig Gen Pantaleon Dumlao identified the 
beach owners as Akito Matakayawa and Filipino busi- 
nessman Oscar Regner. 


Paronia said they were looking into the possible link of 
the suspects with the December coup plotters. 


Arrested was Teodoro Serecon, alias Rolito Tampos, 
Lito, Nene, Anto, and Mario, of Daan Bantayan, Cebu- 
,said to be an overall commander of the 16-man Sparrow 
operating in metro Cebu. 
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Finance Minister on Capital Formation 


900G0112B Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 
3 Jan 90 pp 9, 13 


[Interview with Finance Minister Pramuan Saphawasu 
by Arunee Phonnoi; date and place not given] 


[Excerpts] [Phonnoi] What will the economy be like in 
1990? 


{Saphawasu] I think that the economy will continue to 
grow this year. It will probably grow at a rate of 9-10 
percent. Actually, I would like to see a higher growth 
rate. But many people feel that the rate should slow 
down somewhat. The trade deficit will probably be about 
40-50 billion baht, but revenues from services will help. 
I don’t think that this deficit will pose a problem to 
economic growth and development. 


The balance of payments surplus will probably be about 
the same as this year, because capital is flowing into the 
country from abroad. 


The government will emphasize economic stability, 
because growth is already good. It won’t be necessary to 
use measures to simulate the economy. But steps must be 
taken to correct the direction of growth in order to 
benefit the people more. For example, we must provide 
greater support to small industry and rural industry and 
quickly expand the infrastructure. We need more elec- 
tricity, roads, and telephones for the people. 


[Phonnoi] People are worried about inflation. What 
steps, if any, does the Ministry of Finance plan to take to 
keep inflation from rising? 


[Saphawasu] There are several measures that I have 
announced previously. But we will focus on reducing 
unnecessary expenditures. As for foods that are still in 
short supply, steps must be taken to increase quantities 
so that there are enough at the markets. We must 
suppress speculation so that this does make inflation 
even worse. I don’t think that inflation will be a major 
problem next year. It should decline somewhat. But 
there are things that could affect this. [passage omitted] 


{[Phonnoi] What progress has been made in imple- 
menting the policy to solve the shortage of savings, 
money that is needed for investment? 


[Saphawasu] The policy is still in effect. Finance is 
taking steps to increase savings. Today, savings are only 
24 percent of GDP, which is too little. The figure should 
be 30 percent of GDP. If we can increase savings, that 
will help reduce the trade deficit and enhance national 
development. 


We have taken several steps, such as lowering the tax on 
foreign loan interest for loans of 3 or more years. This 
will end around February 1990. The Government Sav- 
ings Bank will mobilize money from the people. Savings 
bonds totaling | billion baht will probably be sold to the 
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people at the beginning of next year. The commercial 
banks will be encouraged to open more braaches. 


[Phonnoi] What new measures will be implemented? 


[Saphawasu] An effort will be made to enable savings to 
play a greater role than before. We will try to find more 
savings. An interest rate policy will be implemented to 
encourage people to save. The financial insiitutions will 
compete over interest rates. New types of financial 
instruments will be issued, and the existing instruments 
will be improved to make them more attractive. This 
includes loan shares and convertible loan shares. Gov- 
ernment bonds will be traded more on the market. The 
secondary market will be improved. The securities 
market will be developed, and support will be given to 
mobilizing capital in the form of a provident fund. We 
are now considering whether to use tax measures to 
support this. 


There are also other measures that are being studied, 
such as issuing more permits to manage mutual funds. 
Today, there is only place. We are also considering 
granting special rights to savings in the form of life 
insurance policies. We have already lowered the tax on 
interest earned on savings deposits for small depositors. 


{[Phonnoi] The tax exemption on foreign loan interest 
will expire next February. Will this exemption be 
extended? 


[Saphawasu] We will have to see if that is necessary and 
look at the results of our anti-inflation measures. We will 
have to look at the liquidity in the capital markets and 
foreign interest rates. 


I want to encourage corporations to increase their sav- 
ings. This can be done by using tax measures such as 
adjusting the corporate tax rate, changing the way that 
revenues are calculated, and compromising on 
accounting methods. As for the savings of corporations, 
I think that once the value added tax goes into effect, this 
will help greatly. 


In 1988, the savings of corporations was only 151,812 
million baht. This was net savings of only 34,214 million 
baht. At the same time, the nation’s savings was 390,014 
million baht. These are very small figures. I would like to 
see these figures increase. There is now much invest- 
ment. We lack savings and have to rely on foreign loans. 
This is not good with respect to our business position. 
We will try to encourage people to save enough to meet 
investment needs. The amount should be increased to 45 
percent of national savings, which will be close to the 
amount that will be invested. [passage omitted] 


{[Phonnoi] What is the policy on the securities market? 


[Saphawasu] That will continue to be a source of capital 
for business and industry in general, particularly for 
well-known companies with a good track record. Com- 
panies from large to small will be able to mobilize capital 
through the market. The more companies that register on 
the securities market the better. The value to market 
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ratio will improve, and this will promote the issuing of 
new instruments. [passage omitted] 


{Phonnoi] What about the plan to reduce both domesti: 
and foreign debt* 


[Saphawasu] We cre still trying. According to budget 
targets, annual borrowing cannot exceed the amount of 
principal to be repaid. Whenever we can repay principal 
ahead of schedule, we will do so. But we will not allow 
this to affect the economy. As for managing foreign debt, 
plans have already been made. Government expendi- 
tures will be tightly controlled. We will try to increase 
assets in the form of treasury reserves. That will give the 
economic system greater stability. Building the country’s 
credit will result in a slight decline in the country’s debt 


{[Phonnoi] What about controlling the debt creation of 
the state enterprises? 


{Saphawasu] The state enterprises are being converted. 
The government won't have to guarantee the debts of the 
state enterprises as in the past. Efforts will be made to get 
the state enterprises to borrow from domestic rather than 
foreign sources. 


{[Phonno1] You once said that you would put the treasury 
reserves to good use. 


[Saphawasu] The treasury reserves are lower than in the 
past. We are looking at ways to use the reserves. The laws 
concerned must be revised. The treasury reserves could be 
used to pay off the debts ahead of schedule. [passage 
omitted] 
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MP, Experts Comment on Foreign Cigarette Issue 


900G0126A Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 
4 Feb 90 pp I, 2 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] At a seminar held on 3 
February on the topic “The Cigarette Problem and the 
Role of Medical Students at Eight Institutions.” Dr. 
Prakit Wathisathokkit, the director of the Anit-Smoking 
Campaign, stated that at a health conference held in the 
United States, those attending were interested in Thai- 
land’s problems. That is, the United States is trying to 
pressure Thailand into importing American cigarettes in 
return for not implementing Article 301. This matter will 
be presented at the Seventh World Cigarette and Health 
Conference, which will be held in Australia. 


Dr. Thai Chitanon, the secretary of the National Com- 
mittee To Control Tobacco Use, stated that the foreign 
cigarette industry is trying to carry on destructive actions 
in Thailand. For example, there have been reports 
stating that the cigarette producers will sell cigarettes 
aboard Thai International aircraft and sell cigarettes in 
the Indochina countries. Most recently, it announced the 
results of a questionnaire given to more than 800 people, 
stating that 65 percent of the respondents favored 
importing foreign cigarettes. 
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Dr. Thai said that when questions were asked about this, 
it turned out that there was no truth to these reports. And 
no conclusions can be drawn from just 800 question- 
naires. However, the World Health Organization will 
hold a conference in May. He will ask the conference to 
issue a resolution calling on the United States to remove 
cigarettes from the list of goods. 


Mr Surin Phitsuwan, a Democrat MP from Nakhon 
Sithammarat Province, said that on 13 January, at a 
party meeting, he proposed an act to control tobacco 
products. His proposal was accepted and is now being 
considered by the party committee. It will probably be 
submitted to parliament this term. 


Mr Surin said that this law will forbid all forms of 
advertising and require [manufacturers] to reveal what 
they have put in the cigarettes so that the people will be 
aware of what they contain that might be dangerous to 
their health. Selling cigarettes to children under 16 years 
of age will be prohibited. The government will be asked 
to allocate 0.5 percent of the revenues earned from the 
sale of cigarettes for use by the Ministry of Public Health 
in opposing smexing. As for revealing what is put in 
cigarettes, the Canadian government has been so suc- 
cessful that American cigarettes have been withdrawn 
from Canadian markets, because the manufacturers 
don’t want to reveal this. 


Mr Surin said that the fact that the American manufacturer 
of the Uptown brand has targeted blacks shows that they are 
trying to profit from the less advantaged. Because as is well 
known, cigarettes are harmful to people’s health. Instead of 
focusing on the white population, they are trying to induce 
blacks and the underdeveloped countries to buy their ciga- 
rettes. Even the U.S. secretary of health has openly opposed 
this and sent a letter to the Thai government supporting it in 
its Opposition. The data show that each year, 2.5 million 
people die from smoking cigarettes, of whom 390,V00 are 
Americans. 


Mr Surin said that what is worrisome is that many of the 
Thai delegates to the GATT talks smoke 555 brand 
cigarettes, and this will harm the negotiations. This is 
different from when Thai delegates went to give data to 
the U.S.T.R. [United States Trade Representative], 
because not one of those delegates smoked. However, he 
thinks that those opposed to importing cigarettes will 
have to push the government. If the government allows 
cigarettes to be imported, we must ask it why it is going 
against a previous cabinet resolution that opposed the 
import of cigarettes. 


Dr. Chuchai Suphuang, the secretary general of the 
Physicians Council, said that his group has sent out a 
questionnaire in order to poll people about importing 
cigarettes. The data will be submitted to the government 
and the U.S.T.R. The questionnaire will be sent to 
people throughout the country. All occupations will be 
represented in the study. The questionnaire will be 
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distributed to more than 200,000 people through com- 
munity hospitals. Besides this, the Sangha Institute has 
been asked to cooperate in order to make the temples 
non-smoking areas. 


A representative of medical students at eight institutions 
said that his group will oppose the import of cigarettes, 
also. This will start with student groups and then expand 
to students everywhere. They have already contacted 
medical students in 13 Asian countries in order to get 
their views on the import of cigarettes. They expect to 
receive articles from these |3 countries by February. In 
May, there will be a demonstration run from the Ching 
Cha Poll to the American embassy, which will be accom- 
panied by a group of political satirists. The group will 
also coordinate things with various groups in order to 
take action. On 7 February, student representatives from 
15 faculties at Chulalongkorn University will hold a 
meeting in order to formulate a plan and draft a letter to 
the rector asking that the sale of cigarettes be prohibited 
on campus grounds. 


Report on Chawalit Agreement With Port 
Workers 


900G0127A Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 
3 Feb 90 pp 1, 16 


[Text] Memorandum on the negotiations between repre- 
sentatives of the labor unions in the Port Authority of 
Thailand and the acting supreme commander and director 
of the National Peacekeeping Command held on 2 Feb- 
ruary 1990 in the auditorium, Building 604, of the Infor- 
mation Office, Supreme Command Headquarters. 


Based on a recognition of the nation’s interests, the firm 
intentions of the members of the labor unions in the Port 
Authority of Thailand, and the desire of the government 
to solve the problems, the meeting issued the following 
joint resolution: 


1. The labor unions in the Port Authority of Thailand 
will hold another round of talks with the government 
using the 13 September 1989 agreement between the 
Ministry of Communications and the six labor unions in 
the Port Authority of Thailand as the starting point. That 
agreement stipulated that the Port Authority of Thailand 
will carry on activities at the four piers of the Laem 
Chabang Commercial Port. The private sector will be 
allowed to participate in certain activities only after a 
committee has been formed to consider things. 
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2. A negotiating committee must be formed. The com- 
mittee will be composed of representatives of the labor 
unions in the Port Authority of Thailand and the govern- 
ment. Specifically, the committee will be composed of: 


2.1. A representative of the prime minister with full 
power. 


2.2. The RTA CINC and acting supreme commander. 
2.3. The minister of communications. 
2.4. The minister of interior. 


2.5. The chairman of the board of the Port Authority of 
Thailand. 


2.6. The RTAF CINC. 
2.7. The director-general of the Police Department. 


2.8. Representatives of the six labor unions in the Port 
Authority of Thailand and their advisors. Things must 
be done based on what is right and just and on the 
nation’s interests. Things will get underway immediately 
after the extraordinary meeting of the labor unions in the 
Port Authority of Thailand concludes. The labor unions 
in the Port Authority of Thailand will end the strike 
immediately and return to work on 2 February 1990. 


3. Port administrators will not punish the committees of 
the six labor unions in the Port Authority of Thailand, 
their advisors, members of the labor unions, or employees 
of the Port Authority of Thailand who participated in the 
strike. They will not be punished in any way and no 
conditions will be set. Employees who participated in this 
strike will not be considered to have missed work. 


This memorandum is evidence. It was signed by the 
following people: 


On behalf of the labor unions in the Port Authority of 
Thailand: 1. Mr. Somchai Maksamphan, 2. Mr. 
Worawut Triambut, 3. Mr. Thian Iemnak, 4. Mr. Prinya 
Sannithet, 5. Mr. Damri Phophaengphim, 6. Mrs. Churi 
Simek, 7. Mr. Sawat Kotphan, 8. Mr. Rak Rutthichan, 9. 
Petty Officer, Ist Class Sawaeng Yosaeng, 10. Mr. Wira 
Yutithammanurak, 11. Mr. Thongsuk Koetpramot, 12. 
Mr. Rangsan Chanmuang, | 3. Mr. Manop Udomphrom- 
natri, and 14. Mr. Bunthan Dokchaisong. 


On behalf of the National Peacekeeping Command: |. 
Gen. Chawalit Yongchaiyut, 2. Gen. Sunthon Khong- 
somphong, 3. Admiral Praphat Krutsanachan, 4. Air 
Chief Marshal Kaset Rotchananin, and 5. Police Gen. 
Sawaeng Thirasawat. 
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POLITICAL 


Do Muoi Greets New Bulgarian Premier 


BK0602042390 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 5 Feb 90 


[Text] SRV Council of Ministers Chairman Do Muoi has 
sent a congratulatory message to Comrade Andrey 
Lukanov, who was recently elected chairman of the 
Bulgarian Council of Ministers. 


The message says: I am confident that the traditional 
friendship and multifaceted cooperation between the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Bulgarian Peo- 
ple’s Republic will be further consolidated and devel- 
oped for the interests of the two peoples, and for peace 
and socialism. 


I wish you, comrade chairman, good health and many 
successes in your new position and responsibilities. 


Joint Cooperation Memo Signed 


BK0702155390 Hanoi VNA in English 1411 GMT 
7 Feb 90 


[Text] Hanoi VNA February 7 - A memorandum on 
scientific and technological cooperation for 1990 
between Vietnam and Laos was signed in Vientiane on 
Monday [5 February] during the fifth session of the 
Laos-Vietnam scientific and technological cooperation. 


Signatories were Dang Huu, head of Vietnam’s State 
Commission for Science and Technology, and Souli 
Nanthavong, chairman of Laos’s State Commission for 
Science and Technology. 


During the conference the two sides evaluated their 
cooperation in 1988-89 and discussed the cooperation 
plan in 1990 and beyond. 


Dang Huu and other Vietnamese delegates to the con- 
ference were received by Phoumi Vongvichit, politburo 
member of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party Cen- 
tral Committee and acting president of the republic. 


Envoy to Ghana Presents Credentials 


BK0202093790 Hanoi VNA in English 0550 GMT 
2 Feb 90 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Feb 2—Justice Annan, member of 
the Provisional National Defence Council of Ghana, 
said on Jan. 25 he welcomed Vietnam’s total troop 
withdrawal from Cambodia and considered it a positive 
contribution to peace in the region. 


Speaking to the newly-accredited Vietnamese Ambas- 
sador Doan Tran Canh after receiving his credentials, 
Justice Annan hailed the close relationship between the 
two countries and called on the international community 
to increase its support and assistance for the Vietnamese 
people to safeguard peace, restore their economy and 
build their country. 
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‘Friendship’ Medal Conferred on Indonesian 
General 


BK0302155590 Hanoi VNA in English 1506 GMT 
3 Feb 90 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Feb. 3—The Vietnamese Govern- 
ment has conferred its “friendship” medal on Brigadier 
General Bantu Harjiyo, former Indonesian military 
attache to Vietnam, for his active contributions to devel- 
oping the two countries’ friendly relations. 


The conferment was made in Jakarta on Feb. 2 by 
Vietnamese Ambassador to Indonesia Tran Huy 
Chuong. 


MILITARY 


Changes Suggested for Military Service Law 


902E0156B Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 
in Vietnamese 17 Jan 90 pp I, 4 


[Article by Nguyen Xuan Cac] 


[Excerpts] During the past 8 years, the Military Service 
Law (passed on 30 December 1981) has proven the 
correctness of the political and military policies of the 
party, expressed the wishes of the people, and inherited 
and developed previous military service laws consistent 
with the course of revolutionary development and army 
construction during the new period. [passage omitted] 


Along with organization of study during the past 8 years, 
achievement of the draft law has developed throughout 
the country although the level of results has differed. 
Draft registration of those eligible for conscription and 
the reserves and registration of techncial equipment 
required by the army have been widely and universally 
achieved and are gradually becoming a procedure. Prep- 
aration of youths for service in the ranks is an extremely 
new and rich task but has initially achieved a number of 
results and produced much experience. Hanoi City, Ho 
Chi Minh City, Thai Binh Province, and especially the 
Ministry of Higher and Vocational Education and the 
Ministry of Education have invested much effort and 
money in study and achievement. At this time, general 
military education has become a subject in the curric- 
ulum of middle-level general, trade, advanced and 
higher-level schools. The general military subject has 
actually contributed in assisting cultural subjects to 
achieve better results and in total student training. 


Nearly all pupils and students entering the army after 
graduation have become good soldiers in many aspects. 
During the past 8 years, millions of youths have departed 
for the army, joining the soldiers of previous classes in 
the undertaking to protect the fatherland and fulfill their 
international obligations. With the number of dis- 
charged military personnel steadily increasing, mobi- 
lized reserve units are being widely organized 
throughout the country with increasingly higher quality, 
an extremely important factor in creating conditions for 
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gradually decreasing the strength of the standing army. 
Although implementation of army rear area policy still 
has many problems to be resolved, much progress has 
also been made. 


In looking back at the results of achieving the military 
service law during the past 8 years, we enthusiastically 
performed many tasks, some with good results, but must 
also fully recognize the limitations and their causes. 


First of all is the realization that the military service law 
clearly stipulates the glorious duty of citizens to serve in 
the People’s Army of Vietnam, consisting of service in 
the ranks and within the reserve rolls of the army. The 
service age limit for non-commissioned officers and 
lower enlisted personnel in the reserve rolls is 50 for 
males and 40 for females. However, many people still 
think that expiration of service in the army (for 2, 3, or 
4 years) is completion of one’s military obligations. 
Because many believe that discharged military personnel 
have completed their military obligations, upon their 
discharge and and return to the primary level, they are 
not conscientiously and promptly registered in the 
reserve rolls. A number of youths or their families seek 
ways to avoid draft registration, physical examinations, 
and conscription until they are 27 years old, considering 
that the end of their responsbility to fulfill their military 
obligations. 


A small number of cadres in comniand of army units are 
doubtful and concerned that the discharge of troops 
precisely at the end of their service will result in a 
reduction in the unit’s combat quality. Actually, there is 
not one command cadre who does not want carefully and 
intensively trained soldiers with combat experience but 
this does not mean that soldiers must serve for an 
unlimited time in the standing army and engage in 
long-term combat and sacrifice undergoing every priva- 
tion, hardship, and difficulty on the frontier and on 
remote islands while other youths live a stable life in the 
rear area. Moreover, only when youths take their turn 
serving in the ranks is it possible to create a powerful 
reserve force and to have the conditions necessary for 
reducing military strength and maintaining a standing 
army of suitable size. Concerning the duration of mili- 
tary service, many ideas were recently contributed 
regarding reducing the length stipulated by the law by | 
year. Due to an erroneous perception, arbitrary exten- 
sion of the length of service of non-commissioned 
officers and lower enlisted personnel has occurred con- 
trary to the stipulations of the law, reducing the trust of 
youths and the people. 


The military service law is a perfectly legal document 
that expresses the principles of the socialist system and is 
the basis for the line and policy of the party to express 
the will and aspirations of the laboring people, and to 
stipulate the tasks for which state agencies, social orga- 
nizations, and citizens are responsible in assisting the 
undertaking to protect the fatherland. Unfortunately, 
during the past 8 years, a great many deficiencies have 
occurred in implementation of the military service law. 
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A number of state agencies and social organizations have 
not yet recognized their responsibility in thoroughly 
understanding and organizing achievement of the law, in 
some places and at times considering achievement of the 
military service law as a task of the Ministry of National 
Defense and local military agencies. We have attended 
meetings and read the reports of military draft council 
conferences at various levels in which there are always 
the words “developing composite strength,” but after the 
meeting is Over, a number of sectors, agencies, and mass 
organizations make no effort to accomplish this or do so 
in a manner that is not positive. At the present time, 
registration for military service in many places is poor 
with no complete grasp of quantity or quality, and a lack 
of firm force management so many deficiencies have 
occurred in conscription and in the disposition of 
reserve forces. In conscription, some locations at times 
still apply compulsory and brutal methods, lack specific 
examination and fail to achieve openness, and there are 
even places where individuals with insufficient political, 
ethical, physical, and cultural standards enter the army 
for “reformation” and “area purification,” not for the 
objective of building the army. 


The pursuit of quantity in conscription is still fairly 
widespread. Even in provinces performing good con- 
scription work during the past several years such as Hai 
Hung, Vinh Phu, Ha Bac, Quang Ninh, Thai Binh, Ben 
Tre, Quang Nam-Da Nang, and Tien Giang, when each 
basic unit is specifically examined, have still not ended 
this phenomenon. The size of our annual conscription is 
small and the percentage is extremely low compared with 
the number of youths of draft age with provinces calling 
up from .1 to .3 percent of their population, but many 
call-ups are held during a single phase without reaching 
the stipulated strength. This is caused by a lack of 
propaganda and education, loose grasp o! forces, careless 
evaluation, and lack of openness, democracy, and 
equality, first of all in the leadership and supervision of 
party committee and administrative echelons. [passage 
omitted] 


Conscription Problems Discussed 


902E0156A Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 
in Vietnamese 5 Jan 90 p 2 


[Article by Dao Van Su] 


[Text] The Chairman of the Council of Ministers has 
decided on conscription for the people’s army and public 
security forces during 1990. To successfully achieve this 
task, local areas must strictly evaluate, analyze and gain 
experience from conscription conducted during 1989. 


Examining the actual situation in a number of local areas 
and data gained from a general review of the Organiza- 
tion and Mobilization Department, we see there were 
still a number of provinces failing last year to meet their 
troop delivery norms. It was a year revealing the most 
deficiencies since implementation of the Military Draft 
Law (1981). There were many profound causes for these 
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deficiencies from the political, economic, and social 
situation to the leadership and supervision of echelons, 
sectors, and organizations at local and primary levels. 
Within the scope of this article, we will only discuss the 
remaining unstable points of conscript physical exami- 
nation, the number of standby troops, and the delivery of 
troops from local areas to their units. 


Conscript Physical Examination and Selection 


The military draft councils of many localities are 
extremely concerned with this step. Locations performing 
it well finish up in only | to 2 weeks. Meanwhile, some 
districts prolong physical examinations for an entire 
month without completion. The number of public health 
personnel is limited while the number of youths being 
examined is too great. In some locations, the number of 
personnel receiving physical examinations is ten times the 
conscription norm. There are even provinces in which an 
average of 14 people must be examined to conscript one. 
Surely no province or city wants this. However, due to 
loose management of draft-age youths, and poor propa- 
ganda and education regarding obligations to protect the 
fatherland, the preventative measure of uniform physical 
examinations is necessary without calculating the eco- 
nomic effect, the waste in time and labor of the people, and 
the hardships of the public health sector. This phenom- 
enon has also led to the negligent examination of con- 
scripts not meeting physical standards stipulated by the | 
August 1983 joint circular of the Ministries of Public 
Health and Nat’ »nal Defense. Last year was also a year in 
which many youths were returned to the local area due to 
health reasons. The number returned due to insufficient 
political standards was also not small—especially in the 
southern provinces. Actual investigation indicates it is not 
because draft council members lack a firm grasp of stan- 
dards or do not carefully inspect, but primarily, due to the 
pursuit of quantity norms, that they intentionally regu- 
larize the standards of these youths and do not achieve 
democracy and openness. In this step, the provinces of 
Vinh Phu, Hanoi and Ha Nam Ninh have had much good 
experience. Before physical examinations are conducted at 
the district level, youths receive both health and political 
examinations. This preliminary induction step has elimi- 
nated a great many substandard youths, resulting in an 
extremely high percentage of those passing their physical 
examinations and saving much time and effort. Moreover, 
right from the registration of youths 17 years old, local 
areas have eliminated those not requiring physical exami- 
nations. 


Standby Personnel 


When troops are delivered, a number of standbys are 
required for replacements when unexpected situations 
occur: sickness, accident, or ideological ailments, etc. 
Based on this requirement, last year in many local areas, 
the number of standbys was too large. The standby ratio 
throughout the country rose to 23 percent. Some loca- 
tons performed well at this for a long time with a 
s. andby ratio of only 5 to 10 percent, but last year rose to 
a ievel of 20 to 30 percent. Some provinces have a 50 
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percent standby. Like the physical examination call-ups, 
due to a failure to firmly grasp conscript ideological 
environment and changes, there is no assurance that 
anyone called will be selected so provinces all have 
standby personnel. Clearly, when the standby ratio is 
high, the draft council has greater peace of mind in troop 
delivery but to the conscript, it is a complex problem; 
with a waste of money and time and an adverse psycho- 
logical effect on future conscription. If the youth works 
in an agency, factory, or enterprise, much aggravation is 
caused to the organization in staffing and rearranging the 
production line. 


To reduce the standby ratio during the February 1990 
conscription phase, party committee and administrative 
echelons, mass organizations, and local areas must 
immediately give special attention to political and ideo- 
logical education, firmly grasp the environment of each 
conscript, and promptly initiate methods of assistance to 
overcome difficulties and obstacles and to ensure they 
depart with peace of mind. 


Delivering Troops to Their Units 


During a few previous years, the delivery of troops to 
units at the front by local areas has truly produced good 
effects with thorough and safe troop management and 
subsistence. Last year, this form of troop delivery still 
existed only in a number of districts in Vinh Phu 
Province. This is a matter related to the responsibility of 
both the local area and unit but not properly performed 
in many places. Some units receiving troops use con- 
tracts but local areas have not yet completed the tasks 
involved in troops delivery, creating difficulty for the 
unit. Some localities, due to arrangements for early 
morning troop delivery, have concentrated the men the 
preceding afternoon and had them sleep overnight at the 
district military agency. Because berthing and messing 
facilities were not actively arranged, the conscripts, most 
of them accompanied by a few relatives bidding them 
farewell, had to sleep on the floor without blanket, bed, 
or mat; causing a number to ideologically waver and 
return home. There were also cases in which units failed 
to ensure the planned and contracted vehicles, causing a 
backlog of people in the local area and a psychology of 
concern and discouragement for the youths and their 
families. This psychology is also generated when units 
lack responsibility and send vehicles used for hauling 
livestock and construction materials without cleaning 
them to meet the men. Because of difficulties in this step, 
during the first phase of 1989, 10 provinces and cities 
had to extend the troop delivery period for five to 10 
days. 


The Council of Ministers stipulates that troop deliveries 
will begin on 10 February this year so there is still time 
for local areas and units to prepare and to properly 
achieve the recruiting, delivery, and receipt of troops. 
Units must organize troop receipt “frameworks” that are 
small and orderly but with enough specialized and pro- 
fessional cadres with sufficient authority to inspect the 
conclusions of conscript physical examinations. The 
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troop receipt group leader must guide his cadres and 
men in firmly grasping the principles, procedures and 
standards of conscription, good personnel management 
and troop transfer means. If disagreements occur con- 
cerning conscript standards during troop delivery, the 
unit commander must join the chairman of the local 
draft council in immediate inspection, conclusion, and 
resolution without proposing an arbitrary solution by the 
unit or standards differing from the resolution of the 
Council of Ministers and the guidance of the Ministry of 
Defense. 


ECONOMIC 


Humanitarian Aid From Red Cross, France 


BK0802090390 Hanoi VNA in English 0541 GMT 
8 Feb 90 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Feb. 8—The International Red Cross 
Committee (CICR) has helped the Functional Rehabili- 
tation Centre of Ho Chi Minh City build a workshop 
worth U.S. dollars 180,350 to make artificial limbs for 
the invalids. 


CICR specialists are also guiding Vietnamese workers in 
operating the workshop which is expected to produce 
from 1,500 to 2,000 artificial legs a year. 


The “Association Europe France Asia,” a charity orga- 
nization in France, has sent 10,281 kg of medicines, 
medical equipment, soap and foodstuffs worth more 
than 822 million Vietnamese dong to ten social welfare 
establishments in Ho Chi Minh City and Dong Nai 
Province. 


Hanoi Digs UNICEF-Aided Water Wells 


BK0802080190 Hanoi VNA in English 0539 GMT 
8 Feb 90 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Feb. 8—Hanoi has so far sunk 720 
wells to supply safe water for some 3,000 households in 
its outskirts. This comes under a project funded by the 
United Nations Children’s Fund. Last year, under a rural 
drinking water programme funded by UNICEF, the city 
sank 540 wells installed with hand-pumps in 47 villages. 
This year it plans to dig 1,000 more wells and a gravity- 
feed water supply system for the Dao ethnic community 
in the outlying mountain district of Ba Vi. 


UNDP-Financed Project for Coal Miners 
Approved 


BK0302154190 Hanoi VNA in English 1507 GMT 
3 Feb 90 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Feb. 3—A document of a U.N.D.P- 
financed project for coal mining workers’ health was 
signed here on Feb. 2 by Dinh Van Lap, vice minister of 
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energy, and David Smith, resident representative of the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 


The objective of the project is to improve the working 
environment and conditions, and the protection of the 
worker’s health in the Cam Pha coal fields in the 
northern border province of Quang Ninh. U.N.D.P and 
the Vietnamese Government are contributing 351,000 
U.S. dollars and 200 million Vietnamese dong, respec- 
tively, to the project. 


Coal mining is a large employer in Vietnam: 90,000 
workers, of them 25,000 women. In Cam Pha region 
alone, there are approximately 25,000 employees in the 
mines and associated industries. 


Project for Chemistry Faculty Signed 


BK0902082690 Hanoi VNA in English 0530 GMT 
9 Feb 90 


[Text] Hanoi VNA February 9—The document of a 
U.N.D.P.-funded development project on the strength- 
ening of the faculty of chemistry of the Hanoi Teachers’ 
Training College No. | was signed here on Feb. 8. 


The project is aimed at upgrading the capabilities of the 
faculty leading to the qualitative improvement of 
training of teachers and researchers of chemistry in the 
country through the provision of equipment, chemicals, 
books, and expertise. 


U.N.D.P. cc tribution to this project is 500,000 U.S. 
dollars. The government is providing 1.04 billion Viet- 
namese dong. 


SOCIAL 


‘Peace, Friendship Fair’ Held at PRC Border 


BK0602035590 Hano; VNA in English 1543 GMT 
5 Feb 90 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Feb. 5—A spring fair called “Peace 
and Friendship Fair” opened today at Dong Dang town 
in Lang Son Province on this side of the border with 
China on the occasion of the common Lunar New Year 
festival of the Vietnamese and Chinese peoples. 


Hundreds of Chinese came from the other side of the 
border to join thousands of Vietnamese festival-goers of 
different ethnic groups dressed in their colourful 
national costumes. 


Many games and sports such as badminton, lion dance 
and poem recital were held in the town, drawing large 
crowds. 
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